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APRIL 2009 NEWSLETTER

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS: by Dave Alexander
A BIG “Welcome Back!”- This month I would like to welcome three returning members. Michael
Panopoulos from Rockledge returns with his screaming yellow TR6 that members might remember
from the Brit Bash, beautiful car, right down to the red striped tyres. We hope you can come with us
on the April 18th tour. Mike and Rainy Euziere have also returned, this time with a Bugeye Sprite
which I understand is getting ready to get painted (after many parts are put together..). Mike and
Rainy, you might remember, are who we can thank for the rebirth of our club. See the History
section in this newsletter.
Your Board met recently, and scheduled some terrific future club events, including visits to Cocoa
Village; Treasure Museum (Sebastian A1A); Old Downtown Melbourne; “MG Movie Night” at the
Kingston’s; Breakfast at Harbor Restaurant, and more . Hope to see all of our members at these
upcoming club events.
APRIL TOUR & LUNCHEON – Third Saturday, April 18
Great driving tour this month! We are going north to visit the Ponce de Leon Inlet Light Station,
south of Daytona Beach.
This park contains Florida’s tallest
lighthouse plus all the original keeper’s dwellings and outbuilding,
still intact. We will meet at the McDonalds on US1 in Rockledge at
the Rockledge Square Shopping Center, in the 1800 block of US1-N. It
is one block south of the Barton Blvd. traffic light. We will pull out of
there at 9:00 am and drive north on US 1 to the Port Orange
Causeway, then east over the Intercoastal Waterway to So. Atlantic
Ave., then south to the lighthouse park. It is about 69 miles and will
take about 2 hours. After touring the park, we will adjourn to a nearby
restaurant for lunch. On the way back, some might want to leave US 1 south of Oak Hill going on to
State Road 3 and driving to SR 402 and then into Titusville. This will take you thru the Merritt Island
National Wildlife Refuge, and by their visitor’s center, a very interesting place. So, top off your
petrol tank, check the oil, and let’s go. Please call Dave Alexander (321-213-7051) or Norm Ridgely
(772-532-4265) to sign up. And if you decide Saturday morning you’d like to go and haven’t rung us
up, just show up. We’d like to have an approximate head count in advance if we could. Thanks.

THE KEUPER TOUR – A VERY SUCCESSFUL DAY
On Saturday, March 14th, 21 of us, in 12 cars, gathered at ABS Engineering’s office (courtesy of
Frank Kingston).
Prior to
10:00 am we proceeded to
FIT, parking between the
Miller and Keuper Buildings.
We met there a former club
member, Hedy Von Achen,
who was our most able tour
guide through the botanical
gardens
that
Jerry
established on the campus of
the collage he founded in 1959. Although the tour was cut
short by rain, it was very interesting; it is a quiet oasis in the
middle of a bustling campus. From there the group headed north, west, south, east, and then south
to a DEAD END! But we prevailed by going north then east to US 1, then south and west to
Babcock, then south to the Fountainhead Cemetery, where Jerry and Natalie are buried. The group
visited the grave site and some of the members who knew Jerry reminisced about him for the
others’ benefit. Their daughter, Melanie, placed a granite bench there with their names on the sides
and “MG Nut” and “FIT Founder” on the seat of the bench. From there, we proceeded to Sebastian
to the Pig & Whistle Inn on the Indian River Lagoon for some fine
British cuisine (some just ordered burgers). Ed & Pam Price, Ken
& Betty Gregory, David Alexander, Gail Gilbert, Richard & Jo-Ann
Jensen, Kevin Hoffman, Carol Gradwell, Linda Knoblock, Michelle
Senical, Rich & Pat Jablonski, Ray & Mary Pollock, Bill Kane, Al &
Pat Allen, Saul Klein, and Norm Ridgely did the tour. Ben Stone
& Danica Perhacs joined us at the restaurant. After lunch and a
brief business meeting, we all headed home. A special thanks to
Paul and Susan Millette for suggesting the Pig & Whistle, it was
very good.

HISTORY OF THE MG CAR CLUB (continued)
Mike Euziere was kind enough to put his recollections on paper to cover the time period when he
became our third president in 2000. Here are his thoughts – thanks, Mike.
MG Ramblings by Mike Euziere
Jerry Keuper started off by leaving a business card on my 1975 MGB windshield while parked in
front of Discount Auto Parts. On the card he left a note and asked me to call him. I called Jerry and
he told me about the MG Car Club Florida and his vision and desires for what the club should be.
He and Natalie invited Rainy and I out to his home to meet, which in fact turned out to be an
interview because they were looking to find someone to be president of the car club. The club was
between presidents. In fact it hadn’t been active in some time.
Jerry and I had the same basic philosophy that the club’s most important function was to inform
and get the word out about MGs, not only to the owners of MGs, but also to non-owners. Jerry,
Rainy and I decided to approach getting the club up and running again using several methods.
First, Jerry had lists of MG enthusiasts which Rainy and I called and invited to a club meeting.
Jerry brought slides and information on MGs. It was actually a very good first meeting with over 25
in attendance. This was the rebirth of the monthly meetings. It was held at Homer’s Buffet,
Melbourne (something about car people and food) on May 22nd, 2000.

Second, was passing out of MG Car Club business cards. Every MG we saw, we would stop and
put a card on the windshield which had the club information on it. This was very effective, and we
met some very great people that way, (Ed and Pam at the Dairy Queen), and many many more. We
actually scared a few chasing them down to give them cards. But we always seemed to meet the
best MG enthusiasts which were always great. This approach snowballed as the new members
were all given club member cards and they left them on MGs they saw.
Third, we wanted a newsletter which informed and got information out not only about the club, but
MG happenings everywhere. So, we started a newsletter which Rainy and I wrote and Jerry
reviewed the first one for us and then told us we were on our own after that. We mailed it to
everyone on the original list Jerry had, plus the new members of the club. We set up networking
with other clubs around to exchange newsletters.
Fourth, Rainy was our first webmaster. She designed a website and uploaded pictures and the
newsletter for all to see. Luckily for us, she was a lot better at web page developments than I was,
or we would never have gotten this off the ground.
Fifth, was when Jerry wanted to host meetings where people could share the MG experience. He
especially liked the GOF along with other National and International Meets. Knowing there would
be extremely limited attendance by our members at these types of events, Jerry offered up to club
members, family and friends to come to his house and drive his three (3) pre-war MGs or his TD.
This we set up annually for the first couple of years of the Club’s rebirth. Additionally, this worked
out to be the format for the early club reactivation where there was always a driving event.
If anyone would like our club business cards (newly revised & quite fancy) contact Helen Kingston
(hjk@cfl.rr.com) and she will see that you get some to put on car windshields.

RENDEZOUS 2009 IN TALLAHASSEE
We have received word that Rendezvous 2009 – May 1st-3rd is ALL SET! Go to the Big Bend MG
Club’s website for details and registration form – www.bigbendmgclub.com . We already have a
several club members attending. Saul has planned a scenic back roads drive up, leaving on Friday
morning, May 1st. They are having the show field at the famous Tallahassee Antique Auto Museum.
See our website’s “Club Photos” to view the collection! Please consider going. You’ll have a great
time!!
Rooms are limited, so hurry.
More info under Other Events (below).

.
MISCELLANEOUS
Dave Braun of Micco called recently – he is seeking a “B’ rear axle with all of the rear brake parts
attached. He needs the parts. Phone # 321-267-1500. He recently bought a “basket case” and is
rebuilding it.

CLUB BADGES, Ts, POLO SHIRTS, & NEW CAPS – Anyone interested in any of these items can
purchase by contacting Al Allen at 321-259-6957 or patalallen@msn.com
For those members who wish to obtain a list of the current membership roster, please e-mail Helen
Kingston (hjk@cfl.rr.com) and she will send it to you. We encourage our members to get together
outside of our club events; that way they can contact with one another for a casual drive or tour
some place that interests them. Or plan to go together to another club’s function, such as the
upcoming GOF in Crystal River.
MEMBER PROFILE
This article appeared recently in Florida Tech Alumni booklet and the timing is very appropriate as
the subject was the author of our 3-issue installment concerning our club’s history along with that
of our founder, Jerry Keuper, who founded FIT.

QUESTION: Why do the British drink warm beer? (answer later in this issue)

MGCC-F UPCOMING EVENTS
May event – 2nd Saturday, May 9th
Thanks to our recent new member, Ray Pollock, we have set up a tour to a private car collection
just west of Mims. The collection is owned by Robert Shearer and is called the South 40’s Classic
Car Collection. After the tour, we will drive to north Titusville for lunch at the famous Dixie
Crossroads. We will meet at I-95 and SR 46, at the McDonalds. We will pull out of there at 9:45 am.
Unfortunately, there are no MGs in the collection, but its well worth the trip. It will take about 2
hours to view the collection. Please call Dave (721-213-7051) or Norm (772-532-4265).
June & beyond – June is the month we start our evening tours due to warmer temps. Put you
thinking cap on, come up with some ideas, and call one of the officers or directors with your
thoughts. We’ve visited drive-inns, the Viera Wetlands, ice cream parlors, dinner spots, and
evening driving tours. What is your pleasure? Call us. Thanks.
ANSWER: Because Lucas makes their refrigerators.
OTHER EVENTS:
1st Sunday of each month: British Car Breakfast Club 9:00 a.m. at the Golden Corral in Altamonte
Springs. It is just south of SR 434’s intersection with SR 436 on the east side between Costco and
Robb & Stucky.
Saturday, April 18th, 2009 – First Annual British Motor Classic at Davis Island, Tampa, sponsored by
Nature Coast English Car Club & Sun Coast Classic MG Club in conjunction with Davis Island’s
“Island Fest”. See flyer at http://britishcarclub.net/BMCReg.pdf
April 21-26, 2009 – NAMGAR in Key West – the Last Sunset. You don’t have to have an MGA to
participate. Motel is The Blue Marlin (800) 523-1698. Reserve room now and register when the flyer
comes out.
May 1-3, 2009 – Rendezvous 2009 – All British Car Event in Tallahassee, FL – Hotel rooms from
$89.99 – (1-888-299-2208) www.bigbendmgclub.com
May 30th – June 7th – British Car Awareness Week – Drive your British Cars
June 24-28, 2009 - MG 2009 – MGs in Breckenridge – The annual national meet sponsored by the
North American MGB Register, of which we are a chapter, will gather in Colorado: only 98 miles
west of Denver in the Rocky Mountains, average daytime temperature is 70 and nights in the 50s,
humidity about 30%. Elevation is 9,000 to 12,000 feet. Let’s get a group together and caravan out
there. It’s only about 2,000 miles (one way) so that’s about 4 days each way.
September 25th – 27th – Southeastern Fall GOF Mk XV – Hiawassee, GA – www.semgtr.org
October 16th – 18th – EuroFest 2009 – Greenville, SC
October 30th – November 1st – SBCC Annual Car Show – Chattanooga, TN
November 7, 2009 – Brit Bash – Wickham Park, Melbourne, FL- contact Danica 772-770-0083

For questions on any of the above, call Norm Ridgely (772) 567-2231.
MEMBER PROFILES:
Members are invited to submit interesting articles about their MG or MGs and themselves.
FEEDBACK:
The Officers and Board members would like to hear from members concerning their views on
current functions and events (likes, dislikes, etc.) and any ideas for the future. This is your club
and we want everyone to participate and enjoy. So, please contact anyone on the list on the last
page to have your voice heard. Thanks!
CLASSIFIED ADS:
1974 ½ MGB/GT [last year produced] - dark green with tan interior. Restored. ALL NEW: engine &
clutch, front end & springs, brakes, Monza exhaust system; plus windows and windshield,
upholstery, custom wheels (MG), new mirrors, beautiful wood steering wheel, floor mats and seat
covers, nose bra (MG) and more. Asking $7,995.00—call Bill Aitken at 321.690.1883.
1993 Mini Cooper – restored and runs well. Asking $11,800 – open to offers. 1971 MGBGT parts
car for sale $300 includes engine and transmission (out of the car). Also, MGBGT rear hatch $200.
Contact John Conarroe 321-459-3691.
Weber 38 DGES "Outlaw" carburetor. Includes manifold for MGB installation. Used approximately
1000 miles. $375 or best offer. Contact Ben Stone at 772-770-0083.
MGB Parts – engine, transmission, etc. – Call Tom at 321-890-6705.
Ads are free of charge to members, run for three months unless renewed and/or canceled by the
advertiser. Send your ad to Pat Ridgely at the link below or P. O. Box 651068, Vero Beach, FL
32965 by the 25th of each month for publication in the following month’s newsletter. In your e-mail,
please reference MGCC-F ad so it’s not considered spam.
We need as many articles written by members as we can get. Submit yours to Pat Ridgely at
pridgely83@yahoo.com or P. O. Box 651068, Vero Beach, FL 32965. Thanks for your help.

Safety Fast !
Club Officials:
David Alexander 321-213-7051 (President)
Frank Kingston (Vice-President)
Pat Ridgely 772-567-2231 (Secretary & Newsletter Editor)
Helen Kingston 321-773-1455 (Treasurer)
Saul Klein 321-269-0236 (Webmaster & Director at Large) Al Allen (Director)
Ken Gregory (Director)
Christian Havneraas (Director)
Danica Perhacs 772-770-0083, britbash@comcast.net (Director, Show Chairperson)
Norm Ridgely (Director at Large)
Ed Price – Past president
Jerry Keuper Chairman Emeritus (In Memoriam)
MG Car Club – Florida www.mgcarclubflorida.org
P.O. Box 410471
Melbourne, FL 32941
321-213-7051
For Club Info- Please email Dave Alexander email

