FLORIDA OCTAGON
#138

DECEMBER 2012

IMPORTANT NOTICE – THE LAST “Monthly” ISSUE
Yes, you read that right. This is the last issue of the FLORIDA OCTAGON that will
be published on a monthly basis. Beginning with #139, the January 2013 issue,
the newsletter will be published quarterly (January, April, July, and October).
Therefore, those of you who do not receive the newsletter by email should make
arrangements to do so ASAP. The reason for this is that any news between
issues will be emailed to all members. For example, if a tour has to be cancelled,
the membership will be notified via email by our webmaster, Saul Klein.
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS – by Dave Alexander
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays to all.
Judging by remarks from many of the participants of the November event, I would
like to think we have
found our niche for events, a driving event with a bit of a challenge.
Hopefully we can make this an annual event.Thank you Norm for a pleasant
driving experience.
Other notes of interest:
Busy weekend coming up, "Cars for Claire" at Eau Gallie High School, and the
"Holiday Party" at Helen and Frank's.
It is that time of year, club members, dues are due!
For more information on the above, see details later in this newsletter.
Louise and I are looking forward to seeing you all at the Kingston's for the
Holiday party.
Please don't forget to bring your unwrapped toy and your club dues.

Thank you for another fun year of sharing adventures with our LBC's
Dave
DUES ARE DUE JANUARY 1ST
Your Board of Directors has reviewed our financial situation and voted to keep
the dues at $15.00 a year. Please send your check to the club at our P. O. Box
noted at the end of this newsletter. Thank you.
DECEMBER EVENT – HOLIDAY PARTY, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15TH AT THE
KINGSTON’S
For all the details, see the notice attached. The time is 5:00 pm; please bring an
unwrapped toy, which the Brevard Sharing Center in Rockledge will distribute.
See you there!!!

Annual Christmas Gathering At Helen and Frank Kingston’s
10590 S Tropical Trail Merritt Island
th
December 15 5pm
A small bit of history of our Annual Christmas Gathering………….
Al & Pat Allen began this tradition approximately 4 years ago. They graciously offered their home in Viera and
hosted the first few MG Car Club Christmas Gatherings. Each year the group attending increased – I believe the
last party the Allen’s had over 30 clubs members. Members from south of Vero Beach to Titusville!!
Then the Board decided we would offer a North End Christmas Party one year and a South End Christmas
Party the next year. Spread out and make the traveling to our south and north members homes.
Ken & Betty Gregory offered to have the First South End Christmas Party last year. The north end members
didn’t seem a bit bother by the drive – cool weather/late afternoon gathering and lots of holiday decorations lite
up to see on the drive home.
At that time, Frank and I committed to having the North End Christmas Party at our home this year. If some of
the members haven’t attended any of the past MG Christmas parties – everyone brings their favorite appetizer
or dessert to share.
The Club provides a huge bowl of “peeled” shrimp (for the FL Xmas feel) with assorted sauces for dipping.
You may bring either cold or hot dishes (we have plugs!).
In the past the ladies were asking “who made that” – “I want the recipe” – So this year I thought it would be a
nice thought for each person to write the recipe out and bring it along. I will have recipe cards that the ladies
can use to take home some new ideas for their holiday gatherings.
Frank and I always donate toys for the less fortunate children this time of year. We thought we would
encourage each person to bring an unwrapped toy to place under our tree. This year I will take all the gifts to
the Brevard Sharing Center in Rockledge. I spoke with the head guy there (our Past President Ed Price) and he
told me they expect a lot of parent’s stopping/shopping at their center this year and he would truly appreciate
the Club’s gift of toys for the Brevard Sharing Center.
Frank and I hope to see everyone on Dec. 15th around 5pm. No need to RSVP or call with your dishes this time
– Just a gathering of sharing and enjoying each other’s company AND eating an assortment of “Good Stuff
from Friends”.

NOVEMBER EVENT GREAT SUCCESS!!!
We held our “1st Annual Fuel Economy Run” on Saturday, November 17th, gathering
at 9 am at Panita Bakery & Café in Indialantic for coffee, baked goods, or a full
breakfast. Manny Rodrigues, the managing partner,
graciously donated 2 gift cards to be awarded the top
two winners. There were a total of 10 cars competing
with 14 participants. The route covered 56 miles,
going north from
Indialantic on A1A,
past Port Canaveral,
north on N. Tropical
Trail, then south on
CR3, picking up Tropical Trail south of SR528,
down to Pineda Causeway and over to US1 in
Palm Shores. After topping off fuel tanks at the
nearby Shell Station, everyone met up at The
Palm Shores Riverview Diner for lunch and awards. Before starting the run, each
driver turned in estimated MPG and the awards were based on the “actual” vs.
the “estimated”. The winner was Richard Jensen
in his MGA, estimated 24.2 MPG, and actual 22.9.
He received a set of MG beer glasses. Second
place went to Saul Klein and third to Mike Lynch.
The worst guesser was
Dave Alexander in
Louise’s Suzuki –
(Currently badge
engineered to be a 2002
MG Magnette, pronounced "Magnet" as it is attracted to
thrift stores and garage sales..) His guess was off by
21.2 MPG. Others in attendance were Helen Kingston,
Linda Knoblock-Raupp & Mitch Senical, Bob Webb, Ken Gregory, Brian and Ginny
Mitchell, Aaron & Cindy Mitchell, Norm & Pat Ridgely. Mike & Rainey Euziere
joined us at the restaurant. This will definitely be on our 2013 event schedule.
JAMBOREE 18 – HOMOSASSA, FLORIDA – NOV. 1-4, 2012
The weekend following our Brit Bash found six of our members on the west coast at
Jamboree 18. Richard & Jo-Ann Jensen (MGA), Helen Kingston (MGB), Saul Klein (MG
Midget), and Norm & Pat Ridgely (MGB/GT) enjoyed self-guided driving tours, movie
and trivia game, pontoon boat tour to observe the monkeys, birds, dolphins, and
manatees. The weekend also included the Saturday morning car display on the lawn
and the “Oscar” awards dinner that evening. We reconnected with old friends and just
generally had a relaxing weekend. The NAMGAR had a mini-meet at the Jamboree so

there were a lot of MGAs in attendance as well as an Aston Martin, Miata, and a
Triumph. As a point of historical note, our club organized the first Jamboree in 1984,
put on by Jerry Keuper at FIT in Melbourne.

Special Car Event- Grasso Family Benefit - Friday December 14th at Eau
Gallie High School
Back story on the family is that the father teaches at EGHS. He has two small
children. The son was diagnosed with eye cancer a few years ago. The mom had to
quit her job so that she could take care of her son and make the regular and lengthy
trips to Miami for treatment. He is now in remission but has a follow-up this week.
Just as everything was calming down with their son, their young daughter was
diagnosed with Leukemia. She had her first chemo treatment on her second birthday.
The event in December is to benefit their family. There is only one income and the
Brevard County Schools health care does not cover anywhere near their medical
costs. JKB, the organization I help with, is selling tickets but all other proceeds,
including the car show, go to the family.
-Mike Euziere

HAPPY FIRST ANNIVERSARY TO MARK RAUPP AND LINDA KNOBLOCK-RAUPP –
NOV. 5th
The Editor sincerely apologizes the oversight in not including this is last month’s
edition.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY – CELEBRATE!
Dec. 11
Deanna DeLeeuw
Dec. 13
Kenneth Jock
Dec. 14
Armando Rodriguez
Dec. 22
Jean Ann Biedul
Dec. 29
Bill Richey
Dec. 31
Tony Bevilacqua
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Dec. 18
Dec. 20

Tom & Ritva Bowman
Bill & Sarah Richey

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS - 2013
January 19th – A visit to Frank Kingston’s NEW garage with a driving tour
preceding it. Frank will serve lunch. Details in the January newsletter.
February 16th – TBA
March 16th – TBA
October 19th – “Brit Bash”
For questions on any of the above, call Norm (772) 567-2231.
OTHER EVENTS – 2012 AND 2013
Dec. 14th – Benefit for the Lenny Grasso family (see article above)
January 19th – The Pine
www.thepineschool.org
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Feb. 9th – McKee Botanical Gardens 4th Annual Invitational Car Show – this year’s
feature is Corvette to mark the 60th anniversary of this Chevy classic

February 10th - Gold Coast British Sports Car Club 20th Annual Show
February 23rd – AACA Southeastern Winter National Meet, Lakeland, FL
March 30th – Wheels Across the Pond 7th Annual British Classic Car & Bike Show,
Jupiter, celebrating 100 years of Aston Martin, www.wheelsacrossthepond.com
April 6th – All British Car Show, Winter Park, FL
April 19th—24th – Gathering of the Faithful South XLVII, Hilton Hotel, Ocala, FL
www.mgclassics.org
May 29th-June 2nd – British Car Week National Meet, Hot Springs Village, Arkansas
www.britishcarweeknationalmeet.org
June 10-14 – NAMGAR GT.38, 2013 – Ashville, NC www.gt38-namgar.org
October 9-12 – AACA National Meet, Hershey, PA
October 10-13 – Southeastern Fall Gathering of the Faithful, Callaway Gardens,
Pine Mountain, GA
October 26 – Tampa Bay Austin-Healy Club, Safety Harbor, Annual Car Show
FEEDBACK:
The Officers and Board members would like to hear from members concerning
their views on current functions and events (likes, dislikes, etc.) and any ideas for
the future. This is your club and we want everyone to participate and enjoy. So,
please contact anyone on the list on the last page to have your voice heard.
Thanks!
Classified Ads
For Sale -1953 MG TD, right hand drive.Yellow with Black interior.
Not a show car, but an above average driver. Asking $17500.00 OBO
Contact Robert at 321-749-0684 or Dave at 321-213-7051

Len Coppold is offering his 1970 MGB tourer. He has too many cars so no trades
considered – cash only. Excellent condition, many updated components. Asking
$13,500 OBO - Call 321-752-0737. (Aug12)

Safety Fast!

Club Officials
David Alexander 321-213-7051 (President)
Linda Knoblock-Raupp 321-544-4569 (Vice-President)
Brian Mitchell 321-254-9605 (Secretary)
Helen Kingston 321-773-1455 (Treasurer)
Saul Klein 321-269-0236 (Director & Webmaster)
Richard Jensen 321-544-1467 (Director)
Bob Webb 321-480-1015 (Director)
Ed Price (Past President)
Norm Ridgely 772-532-4265 (Newsletter Editor)

Jerry Keuper Chairman Emeritus (In Memoriam)
MG Car Club – Florida www.mgcarclubflorida.org
P.O. Box 410471
Melbourne, FL 32941
321-213-7051

AN INVITATION TO SUBSCRIBE TO

British Marque CAR CLUB NEWS
British Marque Car Club News is a 40-page monthly tabloid newspaper featuring the news of
dozens of British car clubs coast to coast. Did you know that our club is one of over 100 official
British Marque Participating Clubs? It’s true — and members of Participating Clubs are entitled
to all sorts of benefits.
For one, you can subscribe to either the Print Edition or On-line Edition of the Marque at a 37%
discount over non-member (regular) rates. Both Editions have the same 40 pages of event
listings, columns, classifieds and special features. Either way, you will receive 11 issues a year.
SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR PARTICIPATING CLUB MEMBERS
Members residing in the USA: Only $16.00/year Print Edition
Members residing in Canada: Only $20.00/year Print Edition
Members residing overseas: Only $26.00/year Print Edition
On-line Edition, regardless of residence: Only $12.00/year
(On-line Edition FREE to Print Edition subscribers upon request)
Regular (non-Participating Club) subscription rates $26.00 for U.S. residents, $38.00 for Canadian residents,
and $50.00 for overseas residents. Regular On-line Edition rate $19.00. All rates quoted in U.S. dollars.

PLACE FREE CLASSIFIED ADS, TOO!
Each subscriber from a Participating Club is also entitled to one free classified ad (up to 20
words) per issue, whether you’re selling or looking for something British car-related.
Additional 15¢ charged per word over the 20-word limit. Photos may be included for $7.50 each. Free classified ad
benefit available only to individuals, not businesses.

So don’t delay — subscribe today!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------c/o Enthusiast Publications, LLC
5 Old Nasonville Road
Harrisville, RI 02830 USA

PARTICIPATING CLUB PRINT SUBSCRIPTION FORM
To pay by credit card or to order the On-line Edition, please go to our website, www.britishmarque.com

Club Name __________________________________________________________________
Member Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State/Prov. ________ Zip/Post Code ____________
E-mail or phone ________________________________ Amount Enclosed_______________
Attach cheque or money order payable in U.S. funds to Enthusiast Publications, LLC, and send to address above.
Form and cheque must be received by the 20th of the month to receive the next month’s issue.

