FLORIDA OCTAGON
#124

OCTOBER 2011

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS: by Dave Alexander
Our big deal this month is Brit Bash, our annual all-British car and motorcycle show
presented under the beautiful oak trees in Vero Beach.
If you know your going to enter, it might be wise to get your registration and check in
before the 15th and save $10.00.
$10.00 will buy you about 3 gallons of gas, that’s enough to get a fair number of us to
and from the show. I do not know about you but that's incentive enough for me to
register early.
**** Late braking news flash, Pat and Al Allen have offered their beautiful home for
the club holiday party. **** Thank you Pat and Al.
Generally speaking, October is cooler and therefore nicer sports car driving weather,
so if your concerned about your LBC making the trip to Brit Bash, now is a good time
to do some close-in, shake down cruising. Let's get them out and drive them.
November is election month for our club’s officers so please get your nominations,
wants and/or desires in to Ed Price.
Now for some SERIOUS STUFF! :
MG Car Club Florida has an opportunity for someone.
Your club is in need of a Newsletter Editor. No experience necessary.
If there is anyone (or two, that can work together) that enjoys reading, research
(surfing the net is research), putting things together (no grease involved), and sharing
the fruits of their labor, your club has a need for you.
- From the New Expanded Webster’s Dictionary. - “Editor; One who prepares or
superintends for publication.”
In simpler terms - a gatherer, assembler. And we will add “with vast freedom of
expression” ……

What I want to stress is, the Editor does NOT NEED to be a writer. You do not need
any experience. Assistance is as close as a phone call or e-mail. We have a number
of members who will assist with answering questions and helping to edit, etc. ….
Anyone interested, please contact Ed Price or myself
“The faster you go, the more the need to be able to stop.”
Dave
BRIT BASH AT RIVERSIDE PARK – OCT 28-29, 2011

The Club’s 9th Annual Car Show is fast approaching so be prepared to enjoy
yourself at our Friday night “Meet & Greet” at the Springhill Suites, Indian River
Blvd., Vero Beach, 6-8 PM, with a barbeque dinner at $8.00 per person. Your
prepaid reservations are required for the Meet & Greet. On Saturday morning
arrive early (7:30 AM) at Riverside Park to help your club put on the best AllBritish Car Show in the State of Florida. OH! Also, bring your treasured British
vehicle to place on the show field, no matter its condition. Our president might
even display his B/GT “Patches” (and it’s exactly what the name implies).
For those of you who will not be staying overnight in Vero after the Meet & Greet,
a group will be forming up Saturday morning at 7 AM for the drive south on A1A.
Meet at the boardwalk at the foot of 5th Avenue (US 192) just east of A1A,
Indialantic.
(see attachment of Info & Registration document)

SEPTEMBER EVENT – PIZZA GALLERY AND GRILL, AVENUES AT VIERA

On Saturday evening, September 17th, 17 club members met at The Pizza Gallery
at 5:30 for a very enjoyable dinner and social. Attending were Ed & Pam Price,
Brian & Ginny Mitchell, Linda Knoblock, Al & Pat Allen, Ray & Mary Pollock, Norm
& Pat Ridgely, Dave Alexander & Louise Husband, Ken & Betty Gregory, and Art &
Yvonne Floyd. After dinner, several strolled the gardens in the square, and then
patronized the ice cream shop nearby. It was a very pleasant evening and we
departed for home about 8:30.
JOINT MEETING & DINNER WITH THE CLASSIC MG CLUB OF ORLANDO – OCT. 1
The Tuckaway Shores Resort, Melbourne Beach, was the host motel for the
Orlando
Club’s
fall
overnighter
on
Saturday,
October
1st.

Twelve of our members met the Classic group at the motel’s meeting room at 5
PM for socializing, snacks, and liquid refreshments. We concluded the Meet &
Greet about 6:30 and drove to historic downtown Melbourne to Meg O’Malley’s,
where Al Cook had arranged a room for our group of 20 to enjoy a good Irish meal
while listening to live Irish music. Great selection! Everyone had a great time.
Present from MGCC-F: Norm & Pat Ridgely, Ken & Betty Gregory, Helen Kingston,
Dave Alexander & Louise Husband, Bob and Althea Underwood, Linda Knoblock,
Len Coppold, Bob Webb, Art & Yvonne Floyd, and John & Sharon Spadaro. The
Floyds and Spadaros have memberships in both clubs.

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS
October
October
October
October
October
October
October
October

1st
4th
6th
13th
17th
22nd
28th
31st

Norman Ridgely
Mitchell Biedul
Nancy Dyal
Jo-Ann Jensen
Cynthia Cervini
Maureen Klein
Jim Reed
Robert Riley

Enjoy your special days – Celebrate!
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
October 12th

Gene & Nancy Wheeler

May there be many more!
DUES - 2012
Per the By Laws, the Board of Directors discussed the dues for the forthcoming
year and they will remain at $15.00.
SALE ON CLUB HATS, SHIRTS AND CAR DOOR MAGNETS
We have white bill hats with the club’s logo for $15.00 each. We have a Medium
size, cobalt blue collared and pocketed pima pique golf shirt for $25 with the new
logo. And we have magnetic door signs with the new logo. They are $30 for a
pair (one for each door) or $15 for one (if you want to just put one on your hood or
trunk lid). Call Al Allen for inquiries or to place an order at 321-259-6957. These
items will be for sale at the Brit Bash.

F. I.T. ANNUAL HOMECOMING PARADE – SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH, 2011
We have again been invited to participate in FIT’s Homecoming Parade. As many
of you know, though our newer members may
not, Jerry Keuper, our club’s Chairman
Emeritus (In Memoriam), was the founder of
FIT (Florida Institute of Technology in
Melbourne). He was an enthusiastic MG “nut”
as his wife and daughter called him. If you
can participate, we need to form up at the
staging area at University Park Elementary
School (500 West University Blvd.) at 10 AM.
The parade starts at 11 AM. If you do not
wish to drive/ride in the parade, go as a
spectator and also enjoy the Bar B Q and wear your MGCC-F shirts, hats, name
badges, etc. After the parade, we are invited to attend a Bar B Q on Campus as
guests of the Alumni Association. Linda Knoblock will be coordinating, so please
contact her at oldcarsnewcars@bellsouth.net or 321-544-4569 (cell). On the FIT
campus you will see a statue of Jerry and a building named in his honor.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR NEEDED!!!!
Time for someone else to have the fun! It’s time to step up, serve your club, and
share your skills. Anyone with any interest in this position should contact
Norman Ridgely (772-532-4265) or Ed Price (321-632-2207).
CLUB ELECTIONS COMING IN NOVEMBER
The club’s offices and directors serve a two year term. These terms are coming
to their conclusion in December.
Article VII of the By-Laws outlines the
procedure for the election. The president appoints a Ballot Chairman; Ed Price
has been appointed by Dave. All positions are open: President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer, and one director for each 25 memberships (member
households) or fraction thereof as of September 1st. Any current officer or
director may stand for re-election. Any member desiring to stand for election
must contact the Ballot Committee of their intention no later than October 15th,
2011. The committee then mails ballots to each household as soon as possible
after October 15th. The voted ballot should be returned by mail to the club’s PO
Box or brought to the November 19th meeting, at which time the ballots will be
tabulated and the person receiving the majority of votes shall be elected. At this
time, the current secretary, Pat Ridgely, will not be a candidate for that position.
Those elected in November will guide your club for the next two years. Give
careful thought if you would like to be one of them, either as officer or director. If
you are interested, or have any questions, call Ed Price, the Ballot Chairman. All

nominees must consent to being nominated; write-ins are not allowed.
evening phone is 321-632-2207.

Ed’s

SCHEDULED CLUB EVENTS
October 15th – This is our normal club meeting day, but due to the upcoming Brit
Bash show, we will not meet. However, those wishing to offer themselves for a
position of an officer or director of the Club must submit their name to the Ballot
Committee Chair by that date.
October 28-29, 2011 – BRIT BASH!!! Our annual car show at Riverside Park in Vero
Beach. We need VOLUNTEERS for the various committees. Contact Danica
Perhacs at britbash@comcast.net or 772-770-0083.
November 19, 2011 – This is ELECTION DAY. We will be doing a tour in South
Brevard and north Indian River Counties, ending up (as is our custom) at Marsh
Landing Restaurant in Fellsmere for final voting and ballot counting. Details to
follow.
December – The MGCC-F’s annual tour to Bok Tower and Gardens in Lake Wales
has been cancelled for this year.
December 17, 2011 – The MGCC-F’s Annual Holiday Party will be held at a
member’s home in Viera. Details will follow.
OTHER EVENTS
Oct. 14-16, 2011 – Euro 2011 – Greenville, SC
Oct. 14-16, 2011 – Southeastern Fall GOF – Athens, GA – so far the Spadaros and
Ridgelys plan to go. Why not join with them for the trip to Athens and back?
Oct. 22 – All-British Field Meet & Auto Jumble – Safety Harbor, FL
Oct. 28-29, 2011 – MGCCF Brit Bash – Vero Beach, FL - OUR BIG SHOW!! Contact
Danica Perhacs at britbash@comcast.net or 772-770-0083.
November 4-6 – NAMGBR Annual General Meeting, Dillard, GA
November 4-6 – Southeast British Car Club Annual Car Show, Chattanooga, TN
June 6-10, 2012 NAMGBR “MG2012” – Dillard, GA
For questions on any of the above, call Norm (772) 567-2231.
MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS:

Members are invited to submit interesting articles about their MG or MG’s and
themselves. We need as many articles written by members as we can get.
Submit yours to Norm at normridge@yahoo.com or P. O. Box 651068, Vero Beach,
FL 32965. Thanks for your help.
NOTE: Authors and creators of original material submitted to the Newsletter for
publication do so with the understanding that Florida Octagon and the MG Car
Club – Florida may use such material for any purpose the Board of Directors may
decide is beneficial to the Club. Other MG Newsletters may reprint such material,
provided a suitable reference is made to the source and to the author.
FEEDBACK:
The Officers and Board members would like to hear from members concerning
their views on current functions and events (likes, dislikes, etc.) and any ideas for
the future. This is your club and we want everyone to participate and enjoy. So,
please contact anyone on the list on the last page to have your voice heard.
Thanks!
CLASSIFIED ADS:
Ads are free of charge to members, run for three months unless renewed and/or
canceled by the advertiser. The Editor reserves the right to edit the ad for space
limitations. Send your ad to Norm at the link below or P. O. Box 651068, Vero
Beach, FL 32965 by the 25th of each month for publication in the following
month’s newsletter. In your e-mail, please reference MGCC-F ad so it’s not
considered spam.

For Sale -1977 Mini, brought up to 1993 spec's. TB Fuel injection, 8.4" brakes. This
mini is a well maintained daily driver not a show car, but she will not embarrass you if
you decide to show her. Wood dash with am/fm/cd, Electric sunroof, 12 inch minilite
style wheels. Imported from Germany, KPH speedo. clear Florida title.
Asking $8800.00. David Alexander 321-213-7051 e-mail; iamcaptain@mindspring.com

For Sale – 1970 MGB – Excellent condition, many updated components. $13,500
Len Coppold 321-752-0737 lcoppold@hotmail.com (Jul 11)

For Sale - front seats from a 1967 MGB/GT, leather fair condition with sheepskin
covers $200 – Call Norm Ridgely Vero Beach 772-532-4265 (4/11)

Safety Fast!

Club Officials
David Alexander 321-213-7051 (President)
Linda Knoblock 321-544-4569 (Vice-President)
Pat Ridgely 772-567-2231 (Secretary)
Helen Kingston 321-773-1455 (Treasurer)
Al Allen 321-259-6957 (Director)
Ken Gregory 772-633-0873 (Director)
Christian Havneraas 321-543-0453 (Director)
Danica Perhacs 772-770-0083, britbash@comcast.net (Director and Show Chairperson)
Norm Ridgely 772-532-4265 (Newsletter Editor, Director-At-Large)
Saul Klein 321-269-0236 (Webmaster, Director-At-Large)
Ed Price 321-632-2207 (Past President)
Jerry Keuper Chairman Emeritus (In Memoriam)
MG Car Club – Florida www.mgcarclubflorida.org
P.O. Box 410471
Melbourne, FL 32941
321-213-7051
For Club Info- Please email Dave Alexander email

AN INVITATION TO SUBSCRIBE TO

British Marque
CAR CLUB NEWS
We are now a Participating Club of the British Marque Car Club News, a monthly tabloid newspaper featuring the
news of our club and numerous other British car clubs as well.
Members of Participating Clubs can subscribe to the Marque at a 38% discount. Use the form below to subscribe
and begin receiving 11 issues a year full of information about British car events, tech tips, special features, parts
suppliers and classifieds.
SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR PARTICIPATING CLUB MEMBERS
Participating Club members residing in the USA: Only $15.00/year
Participating Club members residing in Canada: Only $19.00/year
Participating Club members residing in the U.K./overseas: Only $25.00/year
Regular (non-Participating Club) subscription rates are $24.00 for U.S. residents, $36.00 for Canadian residents,
and $48.00 U.K./overseas and elsewhere residents. All rates quoted are in U.S. dollars.

FREE CLASSIFIED PRIVILEGE
Each subscriber from a Participating Club is also entitled to one free classified (up to 20 words) per issue. (This
applies only to non-commercial ads, of course.) An additional 15¢ will be charged per word over the 20 word limit.
Photos are also additional, at $7.50 each.
Don’t delay — Subscribe today!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CAR CLUB NEWS
c/o Enthusiast Publications, LLC
5 Old Nasonville Road
Harrisville, RI 02830 USA

PARTICIPATING CLUB SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Club Name ___________________________________________________________________
Member Name ________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
City______________________________ State/Prov. _______ Zip/Post Code _____________
Phone (Optional) (______) ______ - _________ E-mail ______________________________
Attach cheque or money order payable in U.S. funds to Enthusiast Publications, LLC, and send to address above.
Form and cheque must be received by the 20th of the month to receive the next month’s issue.

