#79

JANUARY 2008 NEWSLETTER

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS: by Dave Alexander
Happy New Year to all. We are going to start 2008 off with a tour of Brevard prepared by my
predecessor, Ed Price, and it promises to be another of his great tours on roads you probably
didn’t know existed. For details please see below. We, your officers and board members invite all
members and their guests to come out and enjoy the fun on this event and all the great events we
have planned for 2008.
Our club’s board met on January 9, 2008. Officers and Directors set a date of September 20, 2008
for our big annual Fox Lake British Car Show. ATTENTION ARTISTS, DESIGNERS, AND
IMAGINATIVE MEMBERS: Please submit to any of the officers or directors your ideas and/or art
work for our Fox Lake British Car Show logo and/or t-shirts. Any and all will be welcomed and
given consideration by the Board. We would like to have this submitted as soon as possible,
contact any officer or board member. Thanks in advance for your interest and submission.
VERO HOLIDAY PARADE
The MG Car Club – Florida was well-represented in the Vero Beach Holiday Parade on Saturday,
December 1st. We had five cars and were the 2nd unit in the
parade. The Ridgelys led in their GT with the Club emblem
on each side of the car, a snowman rode on the roof rack
and a fine set of sleigh bells rang the whole route; also the
car was outlined in small twinkling lights. Following were
the two cars of Ken and
Betty Gregory, their red
MGA and white MGB,
and Ben Stone’s and
Danica
Perhacs
two
cars, a MGB roadster
and a MGB-GT, all were
highly decorated and had many Christmas lights. The local TV
station videoed the whole parade as usual and have been
showing frequently over the holidays. We submitted some copy
to them in advance and have gotten a lot of exposure from it
including our web site address. Please join us next year.
Danica has been the chairwoman of this event for years and has done a great job.

DECEMBER MEETING
Early Sunday morning, December 9th, the south group from the Vero
area met with the north group from Brevard County at Yeehaw
Junction and continued on to Lake Wales to tour Bok Sanctuary
gardens and “Christmas at Pinewood”. Two couples, Paul and Sue
Millette and Frank and Helen Kingston had driven over the day
before to spend Saturday evening at Chalet Suzanne, an outstanding
inn and restaurant located on the Florida
Ridge, north of Lake Wales. We had a
total of 26 people in 9 cars gather at Bok. Also in our group were
Orlando and Sandra Figueiredo, Ken and Betty Gregory, Christian
Havneraas & Erika, Al and Pat Allen, Saul Klein, John and Sharon
Spadaro, and Norm Ridgely. We wandered the gardens, listened to the
Carillon, watched the carillonneur by closed-circuit TV play the
keyboard, and visited the 1930’s Pinewood historic mansion to view
“Christmas at Pinewood, a Jolly Jazzy Holiday Home Tour.” Each room
in this large home was individually decorated by a professional
decorator/designer for the holiday. The consensus of the group was that
this was the best the home looked for at least the last 5 years or so. Also
the group wants the club to revisit Bok in the spring and take the
“historic” tour of Pinewood. We encourage all members to join us then.
If you have never visited Bok, you would be in for a treat.

LETTER CONCERNING JERRY KEUPER
The Club received the following letter and is in the process of considering a gift from the Club to
Florida Institute of Technology. As you may or may not know, Jerry was known to many as “Mr.
MG” and is our Chairman Emeritus (In Memoriam). Our Club was originally founded in 1956 in
Jacksonville, was kept alive for many years by Jerry and, in the late 1990s, he selected Mike
Euziere to lead the Club to revitalization, which Mike did with great success. Therefore, it is felt
that the Club should participate in this F.I.T. memorial. You, as an individual member, might also
wish to participate. Some have expressed their desire to do so. If you do wish to contribute,
please do so directly to F.I.T., but please note that you are a member of MG Car Club-Florida.
Thank you.

MGCC-F UPCOMING EVENTS:
SATURDAY, JANUARY 19TH, 2008 –We will assemble at the McDonalds/Publix parking lot in
Rockledge on US 1 at 10:00 am. We will take a tour around the area of Viera and Eau Gallie and
break for lunch at a historic Melbourne eatery. ( Hint… have any of you seen the TV show titled
“Diners, Drive-Ins, and Dives”?) Please contact Dave (321-213-7051) or Ed (321-986-7176) by cell
phone in case you’re running late or cannot come at the last minute.

FEBRUARY 23RD, 2008 (4TH SATURDAY)
A special “Lift Day” at Strictly British Motorsports in Apopka (NW of Orlando) will be held for the
club. They’ll inspect our cars to determine any possible problems (it’s a “100 point” inspection),
answer tech questions, provide FREE breakfast, lunch, snacks & beverages, and show videos.
They love British cars, have raced them, driven them, and cared for them all of their adult lives.
They have done Lift Days for other clubs, such as Saul Klein’s Jaguar Club. This is your chance to
have your “Baby” get a FREE head to toe exam and find out all those things you may (or not) want
to know ! Please plan to attend. We’d appreciate having a head-count, so call Dave @ 321-728-0019
or Norm at 772-567-2231.
We have invited the Classic MG Club of Orlando to join us. We will arrive there around 11 am,
cruising over via back roads. Rendezvous and Cruise details TBA. Here are some details from Bill
Snowden (Owner/LBC Enthusiast): “STRICTLY BRITISH MOTORSPORTS presents the MG Lift Day Tech Day event exclusively for owners and enthusiasts
of MG automobiles (and other LBC’s). Saturday,
February 23, 2008, 9AM to 5PM at 2312 Clark St, Apopka,
Florida 32703. For further details, please call 407-5232277 or email strictlybritish@bellsouth.net. We are
pleased to present an event that will combine our
traditional "Lift Day" evaluation with a "Tech Session"
question and answer period. A professional expert will
perform a mechanical and cosmetic evaluation of your
MG while you watch. He will then review the results with
you at your car, pointing out specific deficiencies and
areas of concern as he elaborates on those conditions
and outlines corrective measures. He will also respond
to any questions you may have regarding maintenance and repair methods related to the
evaluation. For you DIYers, this will be your opportunity to interact one-on-one with experienced
MG technicians. At the conclusion of the evaluation period, we will present a synopsis of major
issues discovered, along with recommended corrective measures that will be shared among all
participants. This will be followed by open discussions among our staff and your fellow members in
an effort to share ideas and technical secrets. Finally and most importantly, especially now during
a period of fuel price uncertainty, we’ll present a seminar on fuel economy – something our MGs
are famous for. It may be time for some of us to place our cars into semi-regular service as a
measure to conserve fuel and money. We’ll provide
you with a list of maintenance items designed to
dramatically improve your car’s performance and
fuel efficiency – making it a lot more fun to drive in
the process. Food and drink will be provided
throughout the day. We’ll begin with coffee, juice,
pastries and doughnuts in the morning. Then at
midday, we’ll switch to ‘brats and ‘burgers, cooked
to order, with all the sides and trimmings.
Beverages will include soft drinks, Newcastle and
Old Speckled Hen. Munchies, of course, will be
everywhere as well. We'll also be showing classic
MG videos in our lounge throughout the day. We
live and breathe British cars – especially MGs. They
are our passion and we are seriously dedicated to
their preservation. We hope you will join us as we devote an entire day to the concept of having fun
with your MG.”

An Invitation to Subscribe to

British Marque
CAR CLUB NEWS
We are now a Participating Club of the British Marque Car Club News, a monthly tabloid
newspaper featuring the news of our club and numerous other British car clubs as well.
Members of Participating Clubs can subscribe to the Marque at a discounted rate. You can use
the form below to subscribe and begin receiving 11 issues/year full of information about British
car events, tech tips, special features, parts suppliers and classifieds.
Free Classified Privilege
Each subscriber from Participating Clubs is also entitled to one free classified (up to 20 words)
per issue. (This is for non-commercial ads only!) An additional 15¢ will be charged per word
over the 20 word limit. Photos are also additional, at $7.50 each.
Subscriptions for U.S. Participating Club members are only $14.00/year.
Subscriptions for Canadian Club members are only $17.00 (U.S.)/year.
Subscriptions for U.K. and elsewhere overseas are only $22.00 (U.S.)/year.
Regular Subscriptions are $22.00 U.S., $26.00 Canadian, and $31 U.K./year.

Don’t delay — Subscribe today!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------British Marque Car Club News
c/o Enthusiast Publications, LLC
5 Old Nasonville Road
Harrisville, RI 02830
U.S.A.

PARTICIPATING CLUB SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Club Name ___________________________________________________________________
Member Name ________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
City______________________________ State/Prov. _______ Zip/Post Code _____________
Phone (Optional) (______) ______ - _________ E-mail ______________________________
Attach cheque or money order payable in U.S. funds to Enthusiast Publications, LLC
Form and cheque must be received by the 20th of the month prior to receive the next month’s issue.

OTHER EVENTS:
1st Sunday of each month: British Car Breakfast Club 9:00 a.m. at the Golden Corral in Altamonte
Springs. It is just south of SR 434’s intersection with SR 436 on the east side between Costco and
Robb & Stucky.
February 17, 2008 – All-British Car Show at the Royal Palm Plaza, Boca Raton, FL, hosted by the
Gold Coast British Sports Car Club – www.goldcoastbritcar.org.
March 7-9, 2008 – Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance.
March 14/15, 2008 – AACA Grand National & Southeastern Winter Meets, Melbourne, FL
March 29, 2008 – AACA at Vero Beach “Under the Oaks”. Registration form in newsletter.
April 5, 2008 – 24th Annual All British Car Club Show, Mead Gardens, Winter Park, FL
April 11th/13th, 2008 – GOF XLII – Silver Springs, FL – www.britishcarclub.net
April 19, 2008 – 5th Annual Legends on the Green at the World Golf Village, St. Augustine, FL

April 23-26, 2008 – NAMGAR Mini GT in Key West, FL. For reservations call the El Patio Motel at:
(866) 533-5189, rooms range from $93.00. For event info and registration contact George
Merryweather at: (972) 422-9593 or gmerryweather@verizon.net.
June 25/29, 2008 – MG 2008, Valley Forge, PA hosted by NAMBGR. For reservations call the
Sheraton Park Ridge Hotel at 800-325-3535 – Event rate is $95.00 per room. Some members of our
club are planning to take the Auto-train north on June 24 with some returning the same way.
July 14-18, 2008 – NAMGAR GT-33 will be held at the Seven Springs Resort in Champion, PA. For
reservations call the resort at 866-437-1300, room rate is $130.00. Additional info can be found at
www.7springs.com. The featured car is the Twin Cam.
October 17-19, 2008 – Euro-Fest 2008 at the BMW plant in Greer, SC.
November 7/9, 2008 – MG Jamboree, St. Pete, FL DTF
For questions on any of the above, call Norm Ridgely (772) 567-2231.
MEMBER PROFILES:
Members are invited to submit interesting articles about their MG or MGs. Thanks to Herb Kreutz
for last month’s article about his “Abby”.
FEEDBACK:
The Officers and Board members would like to hear from members concerning their views on
current functions and events (likes, dislikes, etc.) and any ideas for the future. This is your club
and we want everyone to participate and enjoy. So, please contact anyone on the list on the last
page to have your voice heard. Thanks!
CLASSIFIED ADS:
Ads are free of charge to members, run for three months unless renewed and/or canceled by the
Send your ad to Pat Ridgely at pridgely83@yahoo.com or P. O. Box 651068, Vero Beach, FL 32965
by the 25th of each month for publication in the following month’s newsletter. In your e mail, please
reference MGCC-F ad so it’s not considered spam.
We need as many articles written by members as we can get. Submit yours to Pat Ridgely at
pridgely83@yahoo.com or P. O. Box 651068, Vero Beach, FL 32965. Thanks for your help.

Safety Fast !

Club Officials
David Alexander 321-728-0019 (President) Email
Frank Kingston (Vice-President) Email
Pat Ridgely 772-567-2231 (Secretary & Newsletter Editor) Email

Helen Kingston 321-773-1455 (Treasurer) Email
Saul Klein 321-269-0236 (Webmaster) Email

Al Allen (Director)
Ken Gregory (Director)
Christian Havneraas (Director)
Danica Perhacs (Director)
Saul Klein (Director at Large)
Norm Ridgely (Director at Large)
Jerry Keuper, Chairman Emeritus (In Memoriam)
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